 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (A)

Parish Newsletter 10th May 2026
Cluster of the Parishes of Clogh, Castlecomer and Muckalee
Grupa Paroistí: Chaisleán an Chomair, Maigh Coillí agus An Chloch

BAPTISM IN CASTLECOMER PARISH
Over the coming months baptisms will be celebrated once a month on Saturday afternoons.  Please contact the parish office to register details and make arrangements.

DIOCESAN NURSE
The Diocese of Ossory requires a nurse to provide an advocacy and support service to priests in the Diocese of Ossory. The post will be part-time, flexible and initially for a three-year period.
Please email your application to admin@ossory.ie or by post to The Diocesan Secretary, Diocesan Office, James’s St, Kilkenny, R95 NH60.
Closing date: Fri, 29th May 2026.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL
Monthly collection this Sunday at all masses.

BLACK ABBEY NOVENA
Our Lady of Fatima Novena continues in the Black Abbey daily at 10.30am & 7.30 pm concluding on Wednesday. 

TRÓCAIRE
Don’t forget to return your Trocaire box.

A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC BY LIAM LAWTON 
A concert to celebrate Fr Liam Lawton’s music will take place in St. Mary's Church, Edenderry on Sunday, 24th May starting at 8.00pm. Tickets are priced at €30 from Edenderry parish website: edenderryparish.ie

QUEEN OF THE MAY
Bring flowers of the rarest,
Bring blossoms the fairest,
From garden and woodland and hillside and dale;
Our full hearts are swelling, 
our glad voices telling
The praise of the loveliest flower of the vale!

Refrain
O Mary, we crown thee with blossoms today!
Queen of the angels and Queen of the May.
O Mary, we crown thee with blossoms today!
Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May.

Their lady they name thee,
Their mistress proclaim thee,
Ah, grant that thy children on earth be as true
As long as the bowers are radiant with flowers,
as long as the azure shall keep its bright hue













OSSORY PILGRIMAGE LOURDES 2026
Thanks for your generosity at the Church Door Collection last weekend for the Ossory Pilgrimage to Lourdes.  €770.00 has been forwarded to the diocese.


CARLOW CATHEDRAL CONCERT
Carlow Choral Society will give Mendelssohn's Elijah with the RTE Concert Orchestra on Friday 12th June at 7.30 pm in Carlow Cathedral.  Tickets from Eventbrite or from CCS members. 
THANKS
The Irish Cancer Society gratefully appreciates the generous donation of €3860 from the people of Castlecomer and surrounding areas. Sincere thanks to all who volunteered & donated on Daffodil Day.


POPE LEO – ONE YEAR ON…
What commentators are saying:
“After a fat pope, a thin pope”—or so the Italians say.
Christopher Lamb, international journalist 
“Leo is a lion who knows when to roar.”
Leo is not looking for a fight with Mr. Trump; he is looking past him…He realizes that President Trump has no interest in listening to him (indeed, the two have never spoken), so Leo instead appeals to the consciences of those in the administration who might. But above all, he looks beyond President Trump: temporally, geographically and politically. Leo knows his moral authority will be exercised after Mr. Trump is no longer president, that his message is heard beyond the United States and that it is appreciated by ordinary people around the world.
This first year has been one of watching and waiting; most of the big decisions that face Leo remain ahead.

POPE LEO – FIRST ANNIVERSARY
“I am a son of Saint Augustine, an Augustinian” This is how Pope Leo introduced himself on his election a year ago on 8th May 2025.  One year on, what are others saying?
“After a fat pope, a thin pope” so the Italians say.
Journalist Christopher Lamb: “Leo is a lion who knows when to roar.”
New York Times journalist David Gibson writes: “Leo is not looking for a fight with Mr. Trump; he is looking past him…He realizes that President Trump has no interest in listening to him (indeed, the two have never spoken)…Above all, Leo knows his moral authority will be exercised after Mr. Trump is no longer president, that his message is heard beyond the United States and that it is appreciated by ordinary people around the world”.
Anna Rowlands of Durham University: “This first year has been one of watching and waiting; most of the big decisions that face Leo remain ahead”.
Irish Journalist Gerard O’ Collins who refers to Pope Leo as The Last Surprise of Pope Francis writes:  “People see Pope Leo as a spiritual leader who will lead them to God, will offer a word of consolation in a world that is divided, who will work to overcome these divisions. Pope Leo is clear that we are all people of God and that the Church is open to all”.
Paola Ugaz, an investigative journalist from Peru: “At 70, Leo is younger than his immediate predecessors and, as such, can afford to play the long game. His first year has been one of adjustment, centred on establishing himself in the role and turning his American roots into assets, along with his time in Latin America.”

ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL DRAW
Congrats to Mary Dooley and promoter Maureen Kelly on their win in the April Draw.  €300 winging it’s way to us.  Thanks to all who support this diocesan fundraiser for our cathedral.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – GRAVEYARD MASSES
June 26th:	Crosshill Cemetery
July 3rd:  	Parish Cemetery
July 10th:  Smithstown Cemetery
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[bookmark: _Hlk191665024][bookmark: _Hlk195368197][bookmark: _Hlk197187490][bookmark: _Hlk199599153][bookmark: _Hlk210472457]+BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO DIE IN THE LORD+

Recently Deceased:
Michael Hester, Conagh; Ann Nolan (neé Keyes), Massford.

Anniversaries WEEK BEGINNING 10TH MAY:
Sat, 7pm:	Patricia (Patsy) Dowling, Knocknadogue; Sylvester Hennessy, Smithstown;
	Teddy Bradley, Molly Bradley & Mary O’Shea, Drumgoole.
Sun 11am 	Margaret Kennedy & Kathleen (Kit) Kennedy, Mayhora; 
	Brigid & Joe Breen, Knocknadogue; Anne McInerney, Ballyhemmon.
Mon 9am:	 Helena Downey, Tinalinton.
Tues 9am: 	Raymond O’Shea; Sean Farrell.
Wed 9am: 	Walter & Kathleen Kelly, Kilkenny St.
Sat 10am:	Paddy Bergin, Chatsworth St.

Anniversaries
Hannah Murphy, Aghamuckey; Kieran Cantwell, Ballyhemmon
Anniversaries
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[bookmark: _Hlk209783012]PARISH CONTACTS:
[bookmark: _Hlk178329300]Fr. Scriven:	087 242 0033
	rscriven2009@gmail.com
[bookmark: _Hlk178329326]Fr. Doyle	087 966 9223

THE PARISH OFFICE:
Parish Office:	085 827 8729
Parish Email:	castlecomer@ossory.ie
Webpage: 	www.castlecomerparish.ie

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION:
Last Sunday Collection: €1975.  Míle Buíochas.



PARISH OFFICE:  The Parish Office is open on Wednesday and Friday mornings from 9.30am to 12.30pm.  Contact can be made with the Parish Office by leaving a message on the parish phone, drop a written message into the post box in the Church Porch or email to castlecomer@ossory.ie 


PARISH NEWSLETTER:  Please submit items for the newsletter before 11am on Friday morning; priority is given to Parish Notices, Diocesan Notices, Local News, Wider Community items.  The newsletter is generally not a forum for commercial notices.


[bookmark: _Hlk209783156]ANNIVERSARIES MASSES 16TH/17TH MAY:
Sat 7pm:  	Collette Hayden (Month’s Mind)
Sun 11am:	Tom Kealy, Aughamucky.
	George Mealy (Snr) Kilkenny Street.

MINISTRIES IN OUR PARISH:
Ministers of The Word: 
Sat 7pm:	Mary Buggy
Sun 8am:	Dick Mullins
Sun 11am:	Sheila Pedini

Ministers of The Eucharist:
Mon – Sat:	Mary Farrell
Sat 7pm:	Catherine Greer
Sun 8am:`	Margaret O’Neill
Sun 11am:	Jeannette Harding
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PARISH & DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING
Diocesan Liaison Person:
Ailish Higgins
Contact: dlp@ossory.ie or 085 802 1633

Parish Safeguarding Representatives:
Ailish Dunne & Ger Comerford
Contact: Parish Email or 085 827 8729
Documents & Policies on Diocesan Website.
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