Castlecomer Parish Newsletter

12th July 2026

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Year A (II)

Cluster of Clogh, Castlecomer and Muckalee
Grupa Paroisti: Chaislean an Chomair, Maigh Coilli agus An Chloch

THE PARISH OFFICE
(Open Wednesday & Friday 9:30am - 12:30pm)
Parish Office: 085 827 8729
Parish Email: castlecomer@ossory.ie
Webpage: www.castlecomerparish.ie
Fr. Scriven: 087 242 0033. rscriven2009@gmail.com
Tr. Doyle 087 966 9223

MINISTRIES IN OUR PARISH:

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” — 1 Peter 4:10
MINISTERS OF THE WORD:
Sat. 181 July 7pm:  Eithne McKenna
Sun. 19t July 8am:  Oliver McGrath
Sun. 19t July Ilam: Margaret Kavanagh

MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST:

Sat. 18t July 7pm:  Eoin Stowe

Sun. 19% July 8am:  Margaret O’Neill
Sun. 19t July  Ilam: Patsy Cody

Tues. - Sat: (Daily Mass): Angela Byrne

+ BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO DIE IN THE LORD +

RECENTLY DIED: Shirley Kelly, Ardra
Maureen Callary, Barrack Hill

ANNIVERSARY MASS AND MASS INTENTIONS:

Sat. 7pm: John Hetherington, Market St. Month’s Mind.
Sun. 8am: For the people of the parish.

Sun. Ilam: Catherine (Kathy) Holohan, Donaguile.

Tue. 9:00am: Tor those working on the land and at sea.

Wed. 9:00am: Mass of Thanksgiving for graces received.

Thur. 9:00am:  Nora Lyons & Family. Love Lane

Fri. 9:00am Shared Mass

Sat. 10am: Castlecomer Tidy Towns: workers & supporters.

ANNIVERSARIES OCCURRING AT THIS TIME:
Maura Noone, Castlecomer/Naas.
Mgr. Eugene Boland, New Jersey/
Castlecomer.
Mary Ryan, Aughamucky.
Requiescant in pace.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR WEEKEND 181H/19TH JULY

Sat 7pm: John Dowling, Donaguile.

Terry McCaughey. Castlecomer/Monaghan
Sun. 8am: For the People of the Parish
Sun. Ilam: Julia Rochford. Marymount.

PARISH & DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING
DIOCESAN LIAISON PERSON: Ailish Higgins; dlp@ossory.ie or 085 802
1633. PARISH REPRESENTATIVES: Eilish Dunne & Ger Comerford; Parish
Email or 085 827 8729. HSE: 061 461 165.
TusLa: 059 912 9502 (Carlow/Kilkenny). AN GARDA 0564440650
(Castlecomer). All Documents & Policies on Diocesan Website.

(www.ossory.ie)

Notes & News

WEEKLY DAILY MASS: please note that there will not be
daily Mass on Mondays at Castlecomer Parish (as from
Monday 13t July). Exceptions to this will be, if a
Holyday of Obligation falls on a Monday, or a Funeral
Mass is to be celebrated - in such cases information will
be published and announced. There is 7:30pm Mass in
Clogh Parish each Monday. Please check with Clogh
parish (083 2008886) should there be any changes to
their weekly Mass schedule.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARISTIC
AND READERS AT MASS: During the summer holiday
season we ask that you arrange cover/replacement
within the group if an individual is unable to be
present at the schedule Mass.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT. Tuesday,
7-9pm; Wed & Sat after morning Mass. 15t Sunday of
cach month at 3pm. Rosary/Chaplet recited in church
Monday-Saturday 12 noon and Sundays 3pm. All are
welcome.

REEK SUNDAY 26TH JULY: Pilgrims from home &
abroad scale cruach Phadraic (Croagh Patrick). Road Safety is
the dedicated theme this year. Arise with me in the
morning, travel with me through the day. Welcome me on my
arrwval. God be with me all the way. Amen.”

HEALING RETREAT: led by Fr. Clarence SJ: St Mary’s
Cathedral, Friday, 17t July. 5pm - 9pm. All welcome.

COLLECTIONS:

CEMETERY MASSs COLLECTIONS: to be advised
PORCH COLLECTION: this weekend SVP.

PARISH COLLECTION 4t/ 5th July €1880  wite Buiochas.

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL (July 16th): A title given to the Virgin
Mary in her role as the patroness of the Carmelite Order. Here are some
key points about this devotion. Our Lady of Mount Carmel is seen as a
symbol of Mary’s protection, intercession, and guidance for the faithful,
especially for those devoted to the Carmelite spirituality. Devotion to Our
Lady of Mount Carmel encourages the faithful to live a life of prayer,
simplicity, and closeness to God, emulating the Carmelite values. It is also
associated with the traditional appearance of Mary to St. Simon Stock,
giving him the Brown Scapular. It is the patronal feast of the Carmelite
Order.

THE MARTYRS OF COMPIEGNE (July 17th): Saint Thérése of Saint
Augustine and her companions, also known as the Martyrs of Compiegne,
are a group of 16 Carmelite nuns who were martyred during the French
Revolution. During this period, the government enacted laws that
suppressed religious orders and targeted religious communities, viewing
them with suspicion as part of the ancien régime. The aim was to remove the
influence of the Church and promote secularism. This community of
Discalced Carmelite nuns, led by their prioress, Mother Thérese of Saint
Augustine, chose to remain faithful to their religious vows despite the
escalating anti-religious sentiment and persecution.

In 1794, the nuns were arrested and charged with treason due to their
refusal to renounce their faith and their continued communal religious life,
which was seen as an act of defiance against the revolution’s anti-religious
decrees. The nuns were tried and condemned to death by the
Revolutionary Tribunal. On July 17, 1794, the 16 nuns were executed by
guillotine in Paris, joyfully singing hymns and chants, including the "Veni
Creator Spiritus," as they went to their deaths. Their courage and
unwavering faith amidst persecution had a profound impact on those who
witnessed their martyrdom. It demonstrated steadfastness in faith and the
power of communal fidelity to God. The Martyrs of Compiégne were
beatified by Pope Pius X in 1906, and canonised by Pope Francis 2024.
Their feast day 1s celebrated on July 17. They are remembered as examples
of perseverance, courage, and faithfulness to religious calling in times of
trial. Their story inspired the opera "Dialogues des Carmélites" by Francis
Poulenc, which explores themes of faith, sacrifice, and martyrdom. The
story of Saint
Thérese of Saint
Augustine and
her companions
continues to
inspire many
believers today,
| reminding us of
the profound
witness to faith
and the power of
community in
facing adversity.

Heavenly Father, may the witness of the martyrs teach us to_forgwve our
enemues, o trust in Your providence, and to place our hope in the promise
of eternal life. Amen.



http://ossory.ie




