FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
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Parish of Castlecomer
Parish Newsletter 11" January 2026

Cluster of Clogh, Castlecomer and Muckalee

Grupa Paroisti: Chaislean an Chomair, Maigh Coilli agus An Chloch

+BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO DIE IN THE LORD+

RECENTLY DECEASED:
Nellie Brennan, Smithstown;
Racheal Tyrrell, Ballyragget Rd

ANNIVERSARIES 3*°/4™ JANUARY

Sat 7pm: Nicholas Byrne & Rosemary Byrne

Sun 11am: John Comerford, The Square
Patrick Kenny, Barrack Street.

Wed 9am: Michael Bourke, Deen Cottage, Kilkenny Rd

Sat 10am: Tommy Coogan, The Square

Anniversaries

Abraham Coady, Kiltown; Michael Brennan,
Mayhora; James Brennan, 47 Kilkenny St;
Denis & Bernadette Nolan, Kilkenny Rd;
Kathleen Nolan, Vincent Nolan, Kilkenny Rd;
Seamus (Builder) Walsh, Marymount.

ANNIVERSARIES NEXT WEEKEND 17"/18™ JAN
Sun 1l1am: Angela & Michael White, Knocknadogue

Sean Ryan, Upper Yellow Rd

NO 9AM MASS ON MONDAY — FUNERAL MASS AT 11AM

PARISH CONTACTS:

Fr. Scriven: 087 242 0033
rscriven2009@gmail.com

Fr. Doyle 087 966 9223

THE PARISH OFFICE:

Parish Office: 085 827 8729

Parish Email:  castlecomer@ossory.ie

Webpage: www.castlecomerparish.ie

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION:

Last Sunday’s Collection: €1790.00; 6th January: €218.00
Sincere thanks to all who contribute to parish funds and to
the clergy fund. Mile Buiochas.

MAss CARDS

Mass Cards are available in the Parish
Office. These cards have the Parish of
Castlecomer printed on them and Fr
Scriven and Fr Doyle will take
responsibility for celebrating the
masses. The suggested stipend for a
Shared Mass Card is €3. Parishioners
are asked to give an appropriate
stipend for single Mass Card
Intention.

PARISH ENVELOPES

DID YOU RECEIVE A BOX? Please
use the parish envelopes to support the
parish and clergy funds — this allows the
parish to maximise your generosity
through the Charitable Donations Tax
Back scheme — it is of no further cost to
you but of great benefit to the parish.

ERINS OWN GAA LoTTO

This week’s jackpot is €14600. The
draw will take place Tuesday night.
Tickets are on sale around the town or
you can play online. BE IN TO WIN

MINISTRIES IN OUR PARISH:
Ministers of The Word:

Sat 17" 7pm: FHC

Sun 18t 8am: Oliver McGrath
Sun 19 11am Margaret McGrath

Ministers of The Eucharist:

Mon — Sat Mary Farrell

Sat 7pm: Catherine Greer
Sun 8am: Noreen Curry

Sun 1lam: Teresa Hetherington

PARISH OFFICE

The Parish office is open on Wednesday and Friday
mornings from 9.30am to 12.30pm. Contact can be made
with the Parish Office by leaving a message on the parish
phone, drop a written message into the post box in the
Church Porch or send an email to castlecomer@ossory.ie

PARISH & DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING
Diocesan Liaison Person:
Ailish Higgins
Contact: dlp@ossory.ie or 085 802 1633
Parish Safeguarding Representatives:
Eilish Dunne & Ger Comerford
Contact: Parish Email or 085 827 8729

3 BISHOPS IN 97 YEARS

Bishop Coll was ordained Bishop of Ossory on
January 22" January 2023. He will become Bishop
of Raphoe on January 25" 2026. He will have
served the Diocese of Ossory as Bishop and
Administrator for three years and three days. By
comparison others were in Ossory for decades.
When Bishop Moran was transferred to Sydney in
1884 Abraham Brownrigg became the Bishop of
Ossory and was bishop until 1928, 44 years in all.
A native of Clonegal, Co Carlow, in the Diocese of
Ferns, AB (as he often signed his letters) had four
uncles who were priests. Brownrigg’s successor,
Patrick Collier, was bishop from 1928 to 1964, 36
years. A native of Camross he was appointed
Coadjutor Bishop of Ossory in July 1928 and
succeeded Brownrigg on October 1, 1928. He
undertook extensive renovation work in St Mary’s
cathedral which in 1828 was a mere 70 years old.
Peter Birch, a priest of the diocese and native of
Conahy, was bishop for 17 years: 1964 to 1981.
The death of Dr Birch in 1981 meant that we were
just three years short of having three bishops in 100
years.

Laurence Forristal, a native of Thomastown and a
priest of the Archdiocese of Dublin, returned to his
native county in September 1981 and was bishop
for 26 years. He was succeeded by Bishop Seamus
Freeman (2007 — 2016) and Bishop, now
Archbishop, Dermot Farrell (2018-2021) who was
translated to Dublin in February 2021.

Going back to the 14th century Richard de Ledrede
was bishop from 1317 to 1360, 43 years in all.
Ledrede was ordained bishop at Avignon in August
1317 — the pope was in Avignon at this time. An
Englishman by birth and Franciscan Friar by
religious profession Kilkenny was Ledrede’s
episcopal city while also being the centre for
disloyal members of his flock. Their leader was
Alice Kyteler. Kyteler was married four times; her
first three husbands she reputedly got rid of by
poisoning and the fourth, Sir John le Poer, she
supposedly deprived of his natural senses by
‘philtres and incantations’ so that he was totally
emaciated, deprived of his nails and without hair on
his body!

In the 15th century Oliver Cantwell (1487- 1527)
was bishop for 40 years. He was a Dominican friar
and continued to wear the Dominican habit as
bishop and is buried in the Black Abbey.

THE PROCLAMATION OF EASTER

AND THE MOVEABLE FEASTS FOR 2026
Know, dear brothers and sisters, that, as we have
rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, so by
leave of God’s mercy we announce to you also the joy
of his Resurrection, who is our Saviour.
On the 18™ day of February will fall Ash Wednesday,
and the beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten
season.
On the 5th day of April you will celebrate with joy
Easter Day, the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the 17" day of May will be the Ascension of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
On the 24 day of May, the feast of Pentecost.
On the 7th day of June, the feast of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ.
On the twenty-ninth day of November, the First
Sunday of the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
whom is honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING OF THE HOLY YEAR OF HOPE

On the Feast of the Epiphany Pope Leo XIV closed
the Holy Door at St Peter's thus ending the Jubilee
Year of Hope. Only once before, in 1700, has a Holy
Year been opened by one pope and closed by
another. Pope Innocent XII formally opened the
jubilee for that year; he died in September 1700 and
his successor, Pope Clement XI, closed the jubilee.
In his homily Pope Leo XIV asked, "After this year,
will we be better able to recognize a pilgrim in the
visitor, a seeker in the stranger, a neighbour in the
foreigner, and fellow travellers in those who are
different?" He hoped that the Jubilee of Hope ought
to serve as a turning point for believers and marks
the beginning of a new chapter in both living hope
and bringing it to the world. "In the place of
inequality, may there be fairness, and may the
industry of war be replaced by the craft of peace," he
said.

Pope Boniface VIII inaugurated the first Holy Year
in 1300 which was celebrated every 100 years. Later
following biblical tradition, it was observed every 50
years. It was decided by Pope Paul II in 1490 to
observe the jubilee year every 25 years, so that each
person could experience one in their lifetime. It is
expected that an extraordinary jubilee will be
declared for 2033, the year commemorating the
2000th anniversary of Jesus’s death and resurrection.
Pointing to 2032 Archbishop Eamon Martin has
suggested that a papal visit of Pope Leo XIV to
Ireland to celebrate the 16" century of St Patrick
coming to Ireland in 432AD is a possibility.




